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The Good Shepherd. 


Joux x. 14. 


I am the Good Shepherd. 


HOEVER is acquainted with the ſcrip- 
tures know, that in all ages the Lord has 
been called the Shepherd of his people, and his 
churches have conſtantly been looked upon as his 
flocks, He led Iſrael through the wilderneſs like 
as a ſhepherd his flock; he led them, like a flock 
of ſheep, by the hands of Moſes and Aaron. This 
was ſaid of him of old, He ſhall feed his flock like 
a ſhepherd, he ſhall carry the lambs in his boſom, 
and gently lead them that are big with young.“ 
And again, As a ſhepherd ſeeketh out his flock, 
in the day that he is among his ſheep that are ſcat» 
tered, ſo will I ſeek out my ſheep and deliver them 
out of all places where they have been ſcattered. 
I will feed them in a good paſture; they ſhall lie 
in a good fold, I will feed my flock, and I will 
cauſe them to lie down, faith the Lord God.” In 
the days of Iſrael's journey through the lands of the 
deſert they were led indeed like ſheep, and the 
tender care of God over them was like that of a 
ſhepherd, and their whole journey from Egypt to 
Canaan became like the reſt of the Jewiſh cecano- 
my, a ſhadow of ſome better thing, namely, the 


Sayiour's paſtoral care over poor ſinners, who from 
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the time of their leaving the garden of Eden had 
wandered like ſheep in the wide world, and were 
loſt. All we; like ſheep, had gone aſtray, we had 
turned every one to his own way,” then the Lord 
humbled himſelf to be the Shepherd, and ſought us 
out according to the prophecies which I have men- 
tioned ; and as he bronght out his choſen people 
and Iſrael his elect from their bondage in Egypt like 
a flock, with a high hand and with a ſtretched- out 
arm, ſo did he find us groaning under the iron yoke 
of fin and bondſmen to ſatan, when he came into 
our ſpiritual Egypt, where he alſo was crucified, 
and there with his hands ſtretched out he obtained 
and wrought our deliverance, “ and, like a good 
ſhepherd, laid down his life for his ſheep;” and 
now has he his church like a flock who are fol- 
lowing their ſhepherd, and returning out of all 
countries and places back to the mount Sion with 
everlaſting joy upon their heads; and though all do 
not go up in the ſame company, nor perhaps will 
till the laſt days, yet are we but one fold and under 
one Shepherd. 

The time would fail me to ſpeak much of his 
tender dealings with this ancient people; how he 
watched them and led them as a ſhepherd, nor over- 
drove his flocks, nor ſuffered them to mingle with 
others, but was round about them with his ever- 
laſting arms like a wall of fire, to make them lie 
down and reſt ſafely; or how he fed them from 
above with manna, and clave and dug ſprings for 
them in the rock, of which Moſes and the Pſalms 
are full, But I will mention ſomething of David, 
who was one of the chiefeſt types of Chriſt, and b 
whoſe name (to ſtgnify he ſhould be his very fleſh 
and blood) our Sayiour is ſo frequently called in 
the prophets, | | . 
pi) Dayid. 
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David was once a ſhepherd, as Moſes had been, 


before God took him from watching the ewes to 
lead his people, and both theſe ſhepherds had per- 
haps learned, in their office with their flocks, many 
things neceſſary for their higher office, when they 
became ſhepherds of God's own purchaſed flock, 
the ſouls of men; and thus the apoſtles the ſame, 
for their toil and waiting in all ſeaſons and wea- 
thers to catch fiſh, was helpful to them when Jeſus 
made them fiſhers of men. But in David this eſpe= 


cially was remarkable, that when he was keeping 
his father's ſheep there came a lion and a bear and 


took a lamb out of the flock, Now he did not fly 
in the danger, nor ſlight the loſs becauſe it was 
but a lamb, (for he might have thought, it- is but 
one, and it is better twenty lambs be carried away 
than I riſque my life, but he thought otherwiſe) ; 
no, he purſued the lion and the bear, and when 
they roſe againſt him, he flew them, and took the 
lamb away, and brought it back ſafe, Herein his 
value for his ſheep, his care of his father's flock, 
and his bravery, were evident; and this made him 
a lively picture of his God and Son our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

In this manner our Saviour, in a certain para- 
ble, ſpeaks of the ſalvation: he ſaith, A ſhepherd 
who had a hundred ſheep and loſt one, left the 
ninety and nine in the wilderneſs, and went out to 
ſeek that he had loſt, and did not end his ſearch or 
give up his care and return till he had found it, and 
then he laid it upon his ſhoulders and brought it 
home rejoicing. Afterwards he acquainted all his 
friends and neighbours of it, namely, that he had 
found the ſheep that he had loit, and was more 
glad about that one than of all the reft that went 
not aſtray, This he ſpake of himſelf, for he is — 
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[ 6 1 
good Shepherd who kept his Father's innumerable 
flocks; and when the devil, like a roaring lion, had 
feized one, namely, the human race, which, how- 
ever great in our eyes, to him muſt be only like 
one lamb out of an hundred, and leſs, fince all the 
nations of the earth to him are like a drop of the 
bucket: he did not think, Tuſh! it is only one 
lamb, it is but one world, I can make me many 
with a word ſpeaking; nor did he flight his loſs and 
let it paſs unheeded, as if it was far better for ten 
thouſand worlds to periſh than he to venture his 
life and undergo pain and danger; no, he aroſe 
from his everlaſting throne willingly, and fo infi- 
nitely he valued us, fo faithful was he to his Fa- 
ther's flock, and ſo tender and loving to us that 
were loſt, that he left all the worlds above, parted 
as it were with the ninety and nine, and came a 
far journey of thirty vears and upwards, and when 
he had found us, we were in the mouth of the lion 
and in the paw of the bear, torn, and polluted and 
ſpoiled, and not werth his notice, yet he attacked 
r enemy and in righteouſneſs made war ; he 
wreſtled till his ſweat was like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground; nor did he give over 
till he had no whole part, from the crown of his 
head to the ſole of his foot, but was bruiſed and 
ſore ſmitten in body and ſoul; nor yet did he yield 
till in his laſt dying pangs he caught the bear, 
death, as it were by the beard and {lew him, and 
as he poured out his foul, he trod with ſuch vio» 
lence on the lion and the dragon, that had de- 
ceived the nations ſo long, that he gave up his 
prey, and our Shepherd cried out for joy, It is 
Hniſhed!“ and immediately took a part of his ſpoil 
(the ſuul of one of the thieves) with him into pa— 
radiſe, and bid all his angels and ſaints rejoice 
| with 
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with him, for now, ſaith he, “ T have found that 
which I had loſt.” Yea, he rejoiced more, and 
there was more joy in the Holy Ghoſt and among 
the angels of God over this redemption, this ſavin 
his loſt ſheep, than over all the reſt of his va 


eternal creaticn beſide. All the heavens from that 


time to this ring with it, now is come ſalvation ! 

now the kingdoms of the earth are again become 

the kingdoms of the Lord and his Chriſt, Thus 

has he merited that great name among his churches, 

3 Good Shepherd that giveth his life for the 
eep. 

It will be proper now to ſpeak of the ſheep whom 
this Shepherd has redeemed; of the fold in which 
they enter and are kept; and in what manner they 
are gathered and brought home to the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of their ſouls: And this I will do firſt 
of all, and then ſpeak of ſome other things men- 
. tioned in this chapter out of which I have choſen 
my text, 

In the fall, al! had been ſo ruined and ſpoiled, 
and had fo _ 'their firſt make and nature, that 
none properly ſhould be called ſheep but ſuch as 
are reflored and waſhed again, and healed by the 
Shepherd of- Iſtael. Somewhat of the nature of 
ſheep we all have, namely, an inclination to wan- 
der, and a being eafily frighted and driven farther 
and farther from our right place, and as ſheep, 
when one at their head breaks bounds and goes 
aſtray, all the reſt follow; ſo have we done from 
our youth up; ** we have erred and ſtrayed from 
his ways like loſt ſheep,” But the innocence and 
harmleſs nature, the love to the Shepherd, &c, we 
have not till our nature is changed by the Holy 
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Thoſe called by our Saviour his ſheep, are be- 
lievers, people who follow him, who hear his voice, 
who know him, on whom is his mark, who enter 
the fold by him, and to whom he gives eternal life; 
they hear his voice. Although all the children of 
God love the ſcriptures, and hear joyfully the 
| preaching of the goſpel, on this is not what our 
Shepherd means. any heard him in the 

ays of his fleſh, as Herod heard John gladly, who 
nevertheleſs, as he tells them, did not hear his 
voice, To hear his voice, is to have him ſpeak to 
our hearts, and awaken us out of our dead and 
carnal ſtate, as it is written, The dead ſhall 
hear the voice of the Son of man and live.” He 
| teaches them they are loſt and undone, ſo that they 
confeſs it from a certain knowledge and feeling of 
it inwardly, and no man can perſuade them it is 
not ſo. Should one try to convince them that they 
are not fo bad, or in a loſt or dangerous condition 
by nature, it would be to them the voice of a 
ſtranger, they would not follow it, for they hear 
not the voice of ſtrangers. But neither is this all, 
for they hear the voice of their Beloyed, He who 
ſeemed to ſpeak roughly, like Joſeph to his bre- 
thren, when he awaked them out of their ſinful 
 fleep, he allo ſpeaks comfortably like him, and 
falls on their neck and kiſſes them, He ſpeaks 
in the right time, in the time of love, and calls 
them, ſaying, Ye are mine! your fins are for- 
given. From the time that we live through faith 
in him, we hear his voice, we underſtand his mind, 
he writes it in our hearts, and there ſpeaks and 
communes with us; and who is a ſtranger to this, 


he muſt not imagine himſelf of the ſheepfold of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. ; 


His 
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e His ſheep follow him.“ He putteth his owt 
ſheep forth, and he goeth before them, and they 
follow him. This is part of the parable with 
which our Saviour began this diſcourſe, and is not 
ſo eaſy to be underſtood by people in our nation, 
becauſe with us it is ſeldom ſeen that the ſhepherd 
goes before his ſheep, but generally after them, In 
other countries where there are wolves and beaſts 
of prey, the ſhepherds watch their flocks all night, 
and are ſo continually with them and fo familiar. 
that the ſheep naturally keep near him, and ſhould 
he go forward, they do too, or does he ſtop, fo 
do they; and this the ſhepherd learn the ſheep to 
do, ſo that, without driving, they can lead their 
barge in and out of the fold, and into the paſtures 
eaſily, 

Teſus has taught his ſheep this leſſon, He has 
ſo watched over bis flock, that, as Jacob ſaid once, 
« The ſun burnt him by day, and the froſt con- 
ſumed him by night, when he watched his father 
Laban's flocks:“ ſo is it true of the good Shepherd: 
He has laid down his life to ſave theirs, and has not 
behaved like an hireling, who flees when he ſees a 
wolf coming; but he has been their Saviour, and 
they love him, and his life becomes an example to 
them, that they may tread in his footſteps: they are 
of a tender conſcience, and afraid to do any thing 
without the Shepherd; they walk where he walked, 
and go out after him bearing his reproach; and as 
he was, ſo are they, like lambs among wolves in 
this world, They follow him. Natural men can 
ſee at what they are aiming, and muſt own they are 
followers of the Lamb, and ſhall follow him about 
whitherſoever he goeth. | 

They cannot live impure, or careleſs, or ſinful 

B lives 
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lives; the Shepherd did not go that road, neither 
will they. 

They know him. *© I know my ſheep, he faith, 
and am known of mine.” | 

They have obtained like precious faith with the 
faints gone before, and have the Spirit of Chriſt in 
them. They know who Jeſus is; they are not 
afraid to call him Lord; they have experienced his 
almighty power and ſalvation, and know in whom 
they believe. He is their own dear God and Sa- 
viour, and his eternal life is theirs, This he gives 
to all believers: ** He that believeth, hath everlaſt- 
ing life; and this is life eternal, to know thee the 
true God,” All his people know him, from the 
leaſt of them to the greateſt of them. This high 
attainment, this blefled length to which they have 
arrived, ſo as to be acquainted with God and at 
peace with him, has not been through any deep 
ftudy, or uncommon knowledge, or parts or learn- 
ing in them (“ for the children of this world are 
in their generation wiſer than the children of light,” 
and babes and little children is the name our Sa- 
viour gives them) but it is given to them from 
above; they have been taught it of God; Jeſus has 
manifeſted himſelf to them, aL I 

His mark is upon them; his name is upon their 
forcheads. As a ſhepherd, when he has found his 
loft ſheep, puts his name and mark upon them, ſo 
does the great Shepherd of the ſheep; “ but it is 
the ſecret of God, the new name written, which no 
man knoweth ſaving him that receiveth it,” They 
have a ſecret inward aſſurance that the Beloved has 
ſealed “ them, and that their names are graven 
upon his hands, and ſet as a ſeal upon his arm.“ 
Ot this the Holy Ghoſt witneſſes to them, and 

EY they 
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they being “ ſealed to the day of redemption, re- 
joice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. No 
man can pluck them out of the Shepherd's hands.“ 
He has charged every deſtroying angel, Come 
not near any man on whom is my mark.” The 
blood of ſprinkling is upon their door- poſts, the 
deſtroyer muſt paſs by and do them no harm; This 
keeps them a quiet and peaceable people; this com- 
forts them amidſt many misfortunes and troubles ; 
ſurely can they ſay, I am the Lord's; his name 
is upon me.“ 
© They enter into the ſheepfold by him.“ They 
know how they came among the children of God; - 
they were not born ſoz they did not come in by 
having had Abraham to their father ; nor did they 
merit it by their holy life, or purchaſe it with their 
alms, but by means of Jeſus Chriſt they entered 


in; he opened his arms, and they took refuge _. 


there; he ſet open his blood, and they waſhed 
there; the veil of his fleſh was rent, and they 
eſcaped by"that new and living way. Had not he 
ſtcod their friend, they had continued “ without 
among the dogs, and fearful and unbelieving to this 
day.“ He became an open door to them, and they 
entered in and were ſaved by him, 

“ He gives them eternal life,” This I have 
ſpoken of before, for this is to know him, and the 
very liſe he lived, the very eternal life he has, who 
was dead and dies no more, they have alſo, and 
ſhall never die; their bodies may lic wearfed down 
in the chambers of the graves, and upon the bed. 
where he lay, but farther hurt they ſhall not, they 
cannot ſuſtain, Their ſouls cannot die, they can- 
not taſte of death; no bitterneſs or ſting of death 
ſhall grieve or trouble them at their departure; 
they ſhall live in time and in eternity; “ becauſe 

B 2 Chriſt, 


121 
Chriſt, who is their life, lives, therefore ſhall they 
live alſo.” 

I ſhall now ſpeak of the ſheepfold, ©** where he 
cauſes his ſheep to lie down at noon,” as Solomon 
ſpeaks, or where they dwell alone ſafely.” This 
is the church of God; for though others have al- 
ways mingled with his people, and perhaps every 
viſible troop or congregation is a mixed company, 
yet he has a fold inviſibly. His arms ſurround his 
flock, and ““ as the hills ſtand round about Jeru- 
ſalem, ſo the Lord ſtandeth round about his people 
from this time forth for evermore. He that knows 
the number of the ſtars, and calleth them all by 
their names, he knows his ſheep, and in the day 
when he counts up his jewels will ſpare them, as a 
man ſpares his ſon that ſerves him.” He leads 
them often out into green paſtures, and feaſts them 


upon the hidden manna, They diſcern the Lord's 
body, and partake of the droppings of the ſanctuary, 


and drink of “ that river which makes glad the 


city of God,” Though others don't know them, 


or who they are, yet they know, and when any 
danger is nigh they haſten into the fold, and lie 
down in the wounds of the Shepherd, whoſe bleed= 
ing hands ſtretched out, like the wings of an eagle, 
are the walls of the fold, and all round wait the 
miniſtring ſpirits and armies of the Lord of hoſts, 


Shepherds there are alſo under the chief ſhepherd, 


who are not hirelings, but who feed the flock which 
God purchaſed with his own blood; theſe miniſter 
within the fold, and watch and help the flock till 
the Shepherd eaſes them of their office, and ſuffers 
them to enter where the mixed multitude are no 
more, but all are ſheep round about their Shepherd. 
The general way in which the ſhepherd gathers 
his flock, is by the preaching of his goſpel] ; but 
_ 
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herein the Holy Spirit is the chief, if not the only 
- miniſter, and is not confined to any means, He 
draws and ſelects, out of all lands and nations, 
ſouls for our Saviour; he gives them ears to hear 
his voice. He makes them a willing people in 
the day of his power,” and leads them obediently 
to follow the Lamb: He manifeſts and reveals 
Chriſt and his love to them, ſo that they know 
him: He ſets the mark upon their foreheads, and 
he ſeals them to the day of redemption.” He di- 
rects poor, diſtreſſed, and miſerable people to enter 
in by Jeſus and be ſaved; and it is he that inſpires 
them with life eternal, 

But, beſide all that I have ſaid, this muſt be ob- 
ſerved? that there is no way to become a child of 
God, or to enter his ſheepfold, but by the door of 
Chriſt, Whoever attempts to make himſelf righ- 
teous, or to attain ſalvation, or to go to heaven an 
other way, are like ſuch as enter not the houſe by 
the door, but break in ſome other way, and are 
thieves and robbers, and ſo ſhall God treat all ſuch 
as ſtrive by other means to come to him. , 

Again, we muſt learn from ſuch men who have 
crept into the miniſtry for a morſel of bread, men 
* who preach for hire and divine for money,” or, 
as our Saviour calls them, Hirelings, that though 
b they care not for the ſheep, but feed themſelves 
and not the flock,”” yet we have a good Shepherd to 
whom we can apply ſafely, one “ who lays down 
his life for the ſheep.” And fince ſuch men as I 
have mentioned are in all places, let it teach us 
therefore not to ſlight all, or deſpiſe the holy office 
of labourers in God's vineyard, but let us“ count 
them worthy of double honour who rule well,“ and 
cleave the cloſer to our only High-Prieſt and Paſtor 
Jeſus, and put no confidence in any other, 


Again, 
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Again, there is yet another doctrine to be men- 
tioned, and that is, that our good Shepherd laid 
down his life willingly.” He was not obliged or 
forced. He had power to lay it down; or, if he 
pleaſed, h- had power to take it again.“ The of- 
fering himſelf to die for his people, and deſiring 
© the ſword to ſmite him the Shepherd for the ſheep 
that were ſcattered,” was his free love. He was a 
free-will- offering.“ His mercy only led bim on, 
and there fore does his Father love him, therefore 
do his ſheep love him, and ſhall for ever and ever. 

But now, how happy muſt they be who have a 
part in his favour, ** who are his people and the 
fheep of his paſture?” How ſafe who have his Fa- 
ther to take care that no man ſhall pluck them 
out of his hands?” How great mercy is it that he 
invites us all into this grace; and has ſpoken all 
his parables with this view, thac loſt men might 
turn to the Shepherd and Biſhop of their ſouls, 
and be numbered with his ſaints in glory everlaſt- 
ing !'* May you all, my dear brethren and ſiſters, 
be wiſe, and join with the little flock over which 
he is the univerſal} Overſeer and only Head and 
Lord, and obtain of him the aſſurance and confi- 
dence that “the Lord is your Shepherd, ſo fhall 


To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen, 
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I, 
HE Lord, my Shepherd, he 
So careful is of me, 

That I ſhall lack no more, 
Or mourn that I'm ſo poor: 
No; now I quiet am, 
I'm rich, I have IS 
In paſtures ever green, 
The ſpotleſs Nazarene 
His child ſhall gently lead; 
And I ſha!l freely feed 
On meat indeed, and wine, 
Drain'd from =; the vine. 

III. 
By rivers {till and deep 
Shall I my vigils keep; 
His word my ſtaff ſhall be, 
When bow'd with miſery; 
When weary, I may reſt 
On my dear n breaſt. 
In heat, the croſs is made 
For all the ſheep a ſhade; 
There under get they all, 
More ſafe than in a ſtall; 
No thief or robber there 
May any time appear. 


Salvation, as a bound, 

Environs us around : 

This keeps the fold ſecure, 

The Lamb ſtays at the door, 

That no diſturbing ſin 

May ever enter in, VI. 
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3 
Befofe the ſheepfold's gate 
I often ſee him wait; 
His enſign in his hand, 
His fleece with crimſon ſtain'd; 
Thus tenderly defends 
The Shepherd all 1 
When in this poſture I 
The Lamb of God deſcry, 
I fall on both my knees, 
And my Beloved praiſe, 
Who keeps me ſafe and ſure, 
Nor do I care for more, 

VIII. 

I truſt me to his cate, 
And bid farewel to fear; 
Becauſe I this believe, 
I can no harm receive, 
Rut out of danger am, 
Protected by the Lamb, 
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